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AGENDA DATE: August 23, 2011 
 
TO: Mayor and Councilmembers 
 
FROM: Planning Division, Community Development Department 
 
SUBJECT: Community Priority Designation For Antioch University At 

602 Anacapa Street 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:   
 
That Council find that the Antioch University development project at 602 Anacapa Street 
meets the definition of a Community Priority Project, and grant the project a Final 
Community Priority Designation for an allocation of 2,671 square feet of nonresidential 
floor area. 
 
DISCUSSION: 
 
The project consists of a proposal to construct a 3,626 square foot (sf) addition, to create 
classrooms and offices for Antioch University, completely within the existing first floor 
volume of an existing mixed-use building. On May 17, 2011, the City Council reviewed a 
request and granted a preliminary allocation of 2,671 square feet from the Community 
Priority category.  In addition to the requested allocation from the Community Priority 
category, the applicant has proposed the use of 955 square feet from the Small Addition 
category as defined in Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 28.87.300.B to complete a 
new second floor within the existing one-story volume. On August 11, 2011, the Planning 
Commission approved the project and recommended that Council make the final 
determination and grant the requested Community Priority allocation.  In order to proceed 
with this project, the applicant requests that a final allocation of 2,671 square feet be 
granted from the Community Priority category. 
 
Environmental Review 
 
The Environmental Analyst has determined that the project is exempt from further 
environmental review pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines Section 
15301, Existing Facilities.   
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Community Priority Category 
 
Santa Barbara Municipal Code Section 28.87.300 provides for City Council designations of 
square footage for projects of broad public benefit deemed “necessary to meet present or 
projected needs directly related to public health, safety or general welfare”. To date, a total 
of 234,636 square feet has been allocated (both preliminary and final designations) out of 
the Community Priority Category, with 65,364 square feet still available. Please refer to 
Attachment 3 for a list of Community Priority projects that have received a Preliminary or 
Final Designation. As noted on the list, there are some preliminary designations that may 
be reallocated to other categories, or withdrawn. These changes could possibly result in 
27,000 to 99,500 square feet being added back to the Community Priority category to be 
used for future allocations. 
 
Needs Assessment 
 
The proposed addition would accommodate the school’s existing operational needs from 
existing programs which are being relocated to the site. The project meets the definition of 
a community priority project because Antioch is an institution of higher learning which 
caters to Santa Barbara residents by providing students knowledge, skills, and habits 
which contribute to the general welfare of the community. Both Staff and the Planning 
Commission believe that the project meets the definition of a community priority and, 
therefore recommend final approval of Community Priority Category allocation of 2,671 
square feet. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Site Plan and Floor Plans 

2. Applicant Letter dated July 1, 2011 
3. Community Priority Projects List 

 
PREPARED BY: Suzanne Riegle, Assistant Planner 
 
SUBMITTED BY: Paul Casey, Assistant City Administrator  
 
APPROVED BY:  City Administrator's Office 
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